8/3/03
To: Joyce Lytle

From: Jordan Key 

Subject: Enrollment and class size problems in the chemistry department


My name is Jordan and I am currently in an English class at Purdue and was required to make a proposal for a problem here at Purdue.  Please take the time to read and consider my suggestions.


There is a problem with the class sizes in the chemistry department that I would like to address.  “The one thing I would change about the teaching style at Purdue would be the teacher to student ratio.  You don’t really get to know a student until grad school” said Dr. Regnier.  The number of students per teacher in the chemistry department is too large and I think that the students are being cheated out of a better education.  

I think that the admissions for the school of chemistry should become more strict so as to cut down on the number of students.  Increasing the required score on the SAT and making the high school GPA higher would be enough to cut down some of the students.  With harder admission requirements would provide the chemistry department with much harder working and more serious students.  Hiring more instructors is another solution to the problem; though I don’t think this is as good as my first suggestion because there aren’t enough qualified instructors.


Some changes may have already been done to help solve this problem and some may be similar to the ones I have suggested.  Some of these like making the high school GPA higher to get into Purdue, but by my own feelings and the feelings from Dr. Regnier when I did an interview with him a couple of months ago the changes weren’t drastic enough.  


My proposed solution of raising the required high school GPA and SAT score is the most feasible solution.  My friend Drew and I have been working together for about a year now and he recently graduated from Purdue and has been searching for a job for about six months now.  Because of the slow economy and competitive market for jobs Drew cannot find a job.  “By counter-cycling I mean that, as our enrollments tend to rise during economic downturns, our public funding decreases.  It’s a funding cycle in which we are all too familiar—we are inevitably forced to do more with less while serving more of the neediest of society’s college students, neediest in both the socioeconomic and academic senses” (Kevin Drumm 2003).   

The reason I wrote you this letter is because I believe that you are in the best position to implement a change.  Dr. Regnier gave me your name and said that you were the head of all undergraduate admissions.

Sincerely,

Jordan Key
