Pre-Med Students To Watch Drinkers At Frat Parties

Students Trained In Emergency Medicine To Help Those With Alcohol Poisoning

BOULDER, Colo. -- A University of Colorado pre-med student is taking an innovative approach to preventing deaths from binge drinking.

Bailey died with a blood-alchol level of .328 percent after attending a fraternity initiation where pledges were driven up the mountain and told to drink large amounts of wine and whiskey. When he passed out later that evening, his fraternity brothers scrawled sexual and racial slurs all over his body.
Anthony Rossi and a handful of other trained undergraduates will be available starting in the next couple of weeks to staff fraternity parties. They'll be there to help students who may be suffering from alcohol poisoning or drug overdoses.

The motivation for Rossi, a founding chaplain of Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity, is preventing a repeat of what happened on Sept. 16, when CU freshman Lynn Gordon Bailey died of alcohol poisoning at the Chi Psi fraternity.
For more information on the student emergency medical services program, e-mail semsorganization@yahoo.com.

The pilot program is called Student Emergency Medical Services and will be a fully licensed collection of volunteer CU students with certifications in emergency medicine.
"We are not at all there to police a party," Rossi said. "We are not there to tell people what to do. ... We are there to simply recognize (problems) and save lives."

Bailey had just arrived at CU in Boulder before he died.
Rossi said the organization is still finalizing contracts, but party hosts would most likely be asked to sign a waiver clearing Student Emergency Medical Services of liability. Once on the job, volunteers would provide a sober presence -- acting as first responders between partyers and emergency personnel.

Student Emergency Medical Services also plans to train regular Greek members about basic warning signs of alcohol poisoning. While campuses around the country offer similar programs, it is believed that CU's Student Emergency Medical Services would be the first group to target parties.
CU's vice chancellor for student affairs, Ron Stump, said the organization runs parallel to administration efforts to educate students about recognizing dangerous situations.

"Out here some people have been drinking for three years and they're used to the altitude. You want to keep up with them but it's something that your body just can't handle," said Rossi. "The other people in the (frat) house think they're just passed out drunk but they may be at risk for death."


